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son, who chooses to become a member, the privilege of hearing,
with his family and apprentices, for a very moderate fee, excel-
lent courses of lectures on natural history, philosophy, chemistry
and other scientific and literary subjects." Through his Uncle
Thomas Latimer, who was a member of the Institute, Henry had
the privilege of hearing the "excellent courses of lectures."
The Customs House job paid Mr. George only eight hundred
dollars a year—scant money, even in 1852, for a man with a fam-
ily.18 And Henry, sensitive to the family's straitened finances,
felt that as the oldest son he should at least earn his own keep.
He loved school but after five months he persuaded his parents
to let him leave and go to work. He was not yet fourteen.
Henry George scoured Philadelphia for a job. At length he
found one—wrapping packages and running errands for a china
and glass shop. It was a trying occupation for a boy. Although
for years there had been strong public sentiment for a ten-hour
day, it had not yet come into effect. The hours were long; the
pay was short—only two dollars a week. The job gave Henry no
time for trips to the wharves unless he could n>ana"ge a detour
that way while on one of his errands. The love of the sea was
strong within him. He managed to find time to observe the
weather regularly and to keep a diary with notations of winds
and temperatures.19 At night he made model brigs, but he had
small chance to sail them; during the daylight hours he was
working, and of course one didn't sail toy boats on Sunday.
Altogether the new job in the china shop was not very satisfac-
tory. As soon as he could manage to leave, the boy took a new
position as clerk in the office of a marine adjuster.
This was less fatiguing. Moreover, the atmosphere of the ship-
ping business was pleasant. But the work soon became dull and
die lad grew increasingly anxious to get out of this constricted
life into the great world of his dreams.
Henry George's father was a wise and observant man. He no-
ticed his son's restlessness and became apprehensive lest the
lad be tempted to run away from home. So, putting aside his
own parental fears and yearnings, he decided to place the boy
in the charge of a young friend, Captain Sam Miller of the ship
Hindoo,™ and send him on a cruise. He hoped to cure Henry,
once and for all, of his desire for a life at sea.

